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India.    Once a year they worship Airi, a local deity, who is
represented by a trident and has his temples on lonely hills
and desolate tracts.    At his festival the people seat them-
selves in a circle about a bonfire.     A kettle-drum is beaten
and one by one his worshippers become possessed by the
god and leap with shouts round the flames.    Some brand
themselves with heated iron spoons and sit down in the fire.
Such as "escape unhurt  are believed  to   be   truly inspired,
while those who burn themselves are despised as mere pre-
tenders to the divine frenzy.     Persons thus possessed by the
spirit  are called Airi's  horses  or his  slaves.     During the
revels, which   commonly  last   about   ten   days, they wear
red scarves round  their heads and receive alms  from the
faithful.     These men  deem  themselves so  holy that they
will  let   nobody  touch   them, and   they alone  may touch
the sacred trident, the emblem of their god.1    In Western
Asia itself modern fanatics still practise the same austerities
which  were   practised   by their   brethren   in   the  days of
Jamblichus.    " Asia Minor abounds in dervishes of different
orders, who  lap  red-hot  iron, calling it  their ' rose/ chew
coals of living fire, strike their heads against  solid walls,
stab themselves in the  cheek, the  scalp, the temple, with
sharp spikes set in heavy weights, shouting ' Allah, Allah,1
and  always consistently avowing that  during such frenzy
they are entirely insensible to pain."2

9.   The Burning of Cilidan Gods

The divine        On the whole, then, we seem to be justified in concluding
'Atheh,    ' ^at under a thin veneer of Greek humanity the barbarous

native gods of Cilicia continued Ions: to survive, and that
Sandan, at                                  .
Tarsus may among them the great  Asiatic  goddess  retained a place,
have been   though not  the prominent   place  which   she held  in the
personated   ,.,,,-
by priests   highlands of the interior down at least to the beginning of
pnestesses  our era*    ^e principle that the inspired priest or priestess
represents the deity in  person  appears, if  I  am right, to
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